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The sanctions issued today by the United States unjustly targeting only one 
party to the peace process misrepresent the reality and distort the facts of the 
conflict in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. Consistent and indiscriminate 
drone attacks and ground offensives constitute clear violations of ceasefire 
agreements by the DRC, and continue to cost many lives. Protecting our country 
is a badge of honour which the Rwanda Defense Force carries very proudly.

The DRC coalition includes foreign mercenaries, state-sponsored extremist 
ethnic militias (Wazalendo), and the FDLR genocidal militia which fights 
alongside the FARDC. The DRC committed, in the Washington Accords, to an 
irreversible and verifiable end to state support for the FDLR and associated 
militias, but have not taken any steps to do so. Rwanda is fully committed to 
disengagement of its forces in tandem with the DRC implementing their 
obligations.

Rwanda welcomes the resumption of the implementation process, including the 
Joint Oversight Committee, which requires an even-handed approach from all 
partners. Rwanda remains committed to delivering on all aspects of the 
Washington Accords, including the Regional Economic Integration Framework.
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